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Learning 
Communities -  
by Aaron Slocum, Area 
Coordinator,  
Residential Life 
  

As an institution, faculty, staff 
and administrators work to 
ensure students are equipped 
with the tools necessary to 
succeed. Residential Life is a 
partner in this enterprise by 
creating new and innovative ways 
to actively engage its residents in 
Living Learning Communities 
(LLC). A LLC is a cluster of 
students residing on a designated 
floor within the residential halls. 
These communities group around 
a common theme that link to a 
specific interest area, major, or 
related common passion or 

To Serve or Not to Serve - by Heather 

Miklozek, Community Engagement Director  
  
As the Center for Community Engagement prepares for New 
Student Orientation, we often discuss what are the top five 
things we need to convey during our 20 minute presentation. 
Some items that resonate each year are getting involved, 
making ISU your home for four years, getting involved, serving 
is the Sycamore way, getting involved, understanding 
community needs, and did I mention getting involved. But the 
reality is that ISU students already know about the 
commitment faculty and staff have for community engagement 
and service learning.  
  
Explaining the vocabulary of community engagement, 
experiential learning, and service learning is not necessary 
anymore. Our student population often comes in knowing 
about service because they had a service requirement in order 
to graduate from high school. Students come to CCE searching 
for a long term partnership to continue their service (and not 
for class credit).  
  
ISU faculty embrace community service and service learning in 
the classroom. Through the Curricular Engagement Inventory 
we have been able to count the number of hours students serve 
through curriculum requirements. ISU's efforts at embracing 
the Wabash Valley have exceeded the expectations that the 
Vigo and surrounding counties thought ISU could provide. 
  
To circle back to the top of this article, what are the five things 



identity. Utilizing student 
development theories as a 
foundation, and a residential 
educational curriculum, students 
are exposed to an atmosphere 
where academics, mentorship, 
and personal development are 
linked to assist a student to grow 
and thrive. 
   
This year Residential Life 
launched its first multicultural 
community, Multicultural Men 
Achieving Scholarship (MMAS). 
The group of 15 men focused on 
building a community together. 
During the fall semester, they 
actively engaged in activities that 
assisted them in getting 
acclimated to campus, developing 
self-identity, building networking 
skills, and learning perseverance. 
Eight of the men received over a 
3.0 grade point average in the fall 
semester. In the spring semester, 
the men are focusing on academic 
success, leaderships skills, and 
character development. The 
participants in the fall University 
101 course developed a strong 
sense of community. This is seen 
through the brotherhood they 
have created with one another 
and in their commitment to their 
motto, "Failure is not an option," 
not only for themselves, but also 
for one another. Due to the 
success of MMAS, Residential 
Life will be starting a 
multicultural women's LLC in the 
2015 - 2016 academic year. 

 

Fast Facts 

 1,433 course sections 
support community 
engagement 

 1,030,911 hours served 
by students during the 
2013-2014 academic 

we want to share with students during information sessions in 
a classroom setting or one on one? 

  Embrace the Wabash Valley; 

  Serve where you are comfortable; 

 Participate in CCE one day and week-long events; 

 Be part of the #1 national ranking in Washington 
Monthly; and 

 Serve; it is the Sycamore Way. 

 

How Experiential Learning 
Contributes to Student Success -  
by James Speer, Professor of Earth and Environmental 
Systems  
  
Indiana State University has developed a strong reputation for 
experiential learning and community engagement, culminating 
in our earning the number one position in the Washington 
Monthly's ranking. ISU excels at providing hands-on 
educational experiences for most of its students that 
approaches graduate level experiences that I have had at other 
institutions. By engaging students in real world research, our 
students learn how to work as professionals in the field and 
develop their resume while completing their college degree. 
  
ISU administers many programs that give students these 
hands-on opportunities. A few of these programs at ISU 
include the Science Education for New Civic Engagements and 
Responsibilities (SENCER) program that incorporates 
experiential learning with important civic issues in science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM), fields from 
freshmen-level lab science courses through upper divisional 
classes. The Summer Undergraduate Research Experience 
(SURE) program in the sciences provides a ten-week intensive 
research experience that enables students to advance or 
complete their own research projects. Students that participate 
in these programs have had the opportunity to present at 
national conferences in Washington DC, Vancouver, Denver, 
and Chicago. Experiential learning enables students to obtain 
professional practice in their disciplines and to add to their 
resume with meaningful work in their majors. 
  
Students in our Department of Earth and Environmental 
Systems spend multiple weekends every semester conducting 
fieldwork in geology and will be spending spring break camping 
and mapping around Arches National Park in Utah. During this 
experience, they will truly learn what it is like to be a field 
geologist through real world practice. Experiential learning 
enables students to practice their profession. 



year 

 Ranked #1 in 
community service by 
Washington 
Monthly....AGAIN! 

 

Did You Know? 

 ISU has 146 community 
partners. 

 8,878 unduplicated 
counts of students who 
participate in course-
based community 
engagement. 

 

Quick Links 
  

Our Website 
  

Follow Us on Twitter 
  

Office of Student Success 
Parsons Hall 203 

812-237-8378 
 

debra.jeffries@indstate.edu 
jopowers@indstate.edu 

 

Student Spotlight -   
by Trinere Bacon, Senior, Human Development and Family 

Studies Major, Early Childhood 
Education Minor  
Throughout my 5 years here at Indiana 
State University, the road has not 
always been an easy path; however, 
because of the path I have taken, I was 
able to find my true self through 
helping others. A quote that I live by is 
"be the change you wish to see in the 
world" by Gandhi. I have had the 
privilege of serving as President for 
Student African American Sisterhood 
and the Alternative Spring Breaks 
student organization.  I have also 
served as an AmeriCorps member for 

the past 4 years in settings with young people. Two of my 
greatest achievements were making the dean's list, and 
volunteering throughout various communities locally and 
internationally over the past five years.  

  

Interacting within the Terre Haute community, especially with 
the youth, has allowed me to see these young people for who 
and where they are as individuals, instead of where they come 
from. All of the children that I have served come from low 
income families. I feel that by me giving back, I have not only 
made the community better, but myself as well. I have become 
more appreciative of what I have because most of the children 
would love to have the things I take for granted.  

  

Serving the ISU and Terre Haute community reminds me to 
never give up on my dreams,  a lesson that I teach the young 
people I work with as well. I have to work hard for what I want 
and care about. Being a senior in college and volunteering 
weekly with youth in the Terre Haute community has shown 
the children that I value an education. I remind them all the 
time that there are going to be difficulties throughout your 
entire life, but it is up to you to keep moving forward, whether 
academically, mentally, or physically. I tell them the only 
person or obstacle that can stop them from doing something is 
themselves. The sky is the limit so they must keep their head 
held high. 
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